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Peace, 

Pastor David 

  One of the names that we often give to Santa Claus is "St. Nicholas”. But 
did you know that St. Nicholas was a real person? Nicholas was a bishop in 
the Christian church in what is now Turkey. He was born to wealthy par-
ents and actually inherited a large amount of money when his parents died 
at an early age. Nicholas then went to live with his uncle who also hap-
pened to be named Nicholas. There he learned about the essentials of the 
Christian faith and became a priest. His time as a priest was marked by his 
literal interpretation of Jesus' command to sell everything that you have 
and give the money to the poor. He became known as a great benefactor 
and advocate for the poor in his community, giving away nearly all of the 
inheritance that he received. Many years later, Nicholas was one of the 
bishops who wrote and signed the Nicene Creed.  

  In addition to the historical facts that we know about Nicholas, there are a 
number of legends, at least one of which continues to shape our practice of 
Christmas to this day. One of them centers on a certain man who had three 
daughters. This man was very poor and was not able to provide the dowry 
that would have been necessary if his girls were to marry a respectable 
man. According to legend, the night before the first daughter came of age a 
stranger threw a bag of gold through the family's window. Depending on 
which legend you read the money either landed in a shoe or in a stocking 
hung in front of the fireplace to dry. The money that flew through the win-
dow was enough for the father to pay a dowry to her husband. The night 
before the second daughter came of age, the very same thing happened, 
and same with the third. By providing a dowry to those women he saved 
them from being sold into slavery.   

  This Christmas, if you are having trouble finding an appropriate gift for the person who already has every-
thing, consider following the example of St. Nicholas and getting a gift that will benefit those who are most in 
need. The ELCA’s “Good Gifts” program provides basic, yet life-changing assistance to people around the 
world who are in deep need. Through the relationships that the ELCA has formed with local churches all 
over the world, we are able to provide assistance at the direction of the people who know the area and the 
needs the best. From a goat, to a grain storehouse, to a micro loan, or an emergency survival shelter, “Good 
Gifts” are the gifts that keep on giving. https://goodgifts.elca.org/  

https://goodgifts.elca.org/


 

 

 

 

CURRENT FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

                October 2019    Year to Date 2019 

       Actual   Budget     Actual   Budget 

Operating Income:     $  13,636  $  15,972  $  155,585  $  154,886 

Operating Expense:   $  18,202  $  18,420  $  168,364  $  172,321 

Surplus [Deficit]:   [$   4,566]  [$   2,448]  [$   12,779]  [$  17,435] 

Giving fell short of budget during October. 

 

  Again this year Christ Lutheran is partnering 
with St. Luke's in Temperance to sponsor a 
Christmas concert performed by the Toledo 
Symphony Orchestra. This year's concert is 
Friday, December 20th, at 7:30 pm. 

  Tickets for the event are on sale now and are 
$20 per person. As the date gets closer, we'll 
also put out information about help with set-
up, tear down, and food for the post-concert 
reception.  

Purchase Your Tickets Now 
For Toledo Symphony Concert 

Please Share Your Recipes for 

Our Anniversary Cookbook 

  Do you have a special recipe that you pre-
pare each year for Easter? A recipe handed 
down through your family that stars on your 
holiday buffet? A dish that includes local pro-
duce? 

  Whatever the specialty, we would like to in-
clude your favorite recipes in a cookbook that 
will be compiled to observe the 75th anniver-
sary of Christ Lutheran Church. 

  There will be a box for recipes in the Narthex 
or members may e-mail their culinary contribu-
tions to bethchoate@yahoo.com 

  This is a perfect opportunity to record the 
recipe for something special that appears on 
your menus throughout the year. Any type of 
recipe — main dishes, salads, desserts, special 
treats, ethnic dishes — are welcome! 

 



 

Join in Decorating Our Church 
   for Christmas! 
  Your help and your creativity are requested for a 
special and fun effort. We will decorate our church 
for the Christmas season on Friday, November 
29th, beginning at 10 a.m.  

  Everyone is invited! We need people to hang 
garland in the Sanctuary, decorate the trees, and 
arrange our sacred surroundings to observe the 
Advent season and celebrate the birth of our Lord 
and Savior. 

  Please mark your calendar and join us for some 
fellowship and fun as we begin our journey to the 
Nativity. 

Christmas 
Blessings 



 

Would you 

like to donate 

altar flowers? 

 

 

 

 Ann Link is taking orders for altar flowers for 2020. 
Two bouquets cost $35 total. The arrangements 
are designed by North Monroe Floral Boutique 
and delivered to our church each week. 

  Donors are billed individually through the mail. 
Providing the flowers is a wonderful way to honor 
a loved one, remember a birthday or anniversary, 
or simply add to the beauty of our worship ser-
vices. 

  Pulpit bouquets are also welcome and can be 
ordered through the same process. 

  To donate flowers, please contact Ann at (734)
243-9396 or send an e-mail to: donlink1@att.net 

  The activities of our Women’s Book Club are 
open to everyone who is interested. Anyone 
wishing to join the discussion is welcome. The 
Book Club meets at 4:30 p.m. 

 No meeting in December 
 

 January 12 - Book discussion & scheduling 

at Kelly Kellie’s home 

Urgently needed: 

Donated Socks & Underwear 

  Everyone needs comfortable socks and under-
wear. Please help needy folks in our community 
by donating new items for men and women; all 
sizes are appreciated. 

  These donations will be distributed to people 
who attend local meals for homeless and needy 
people in our community. You can leave your 
donations at church. 

  If you have any questions, please call Ann Link 
at 243.9396. 

Enjoy A Good 
Read with Friends 

 

Information Session Set for Dec. 15th 
  At our annual meeting in January, we’ll discuss a number of important 
issues for the shape and scope of the congregation’s ministry. One of 
those issues will be to explore adding video recording and streaming capa-
bilities as a way to reach out to our community and connect with people 
from our congregation who cannot be with us physically because they are 
ill, shut-in, or traveling. 

  After worship on December 15th, Pastor David will host an info session 
in the sanctuary to help people understand the technical and legal con-
siderations surrounding this discussion. Please consider attending this 
session and help us explore how these technologies can be used to 
strengthen our mission. 

Bring your family to 
Christmas Eve Worship 

SERVICES AT 
7:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m. 



Family and Youth Ministries 

BAPTISMAL MINISTRY
 The Baptismal Ministry Team will meet on Thursday, December 5th at 10 a.m. (Please note that the 

meetings are changing to mornings of the first Thursday of the month.) 
 
 The Annual Epiphany Party will be Sunday, January 5th, at 6 p.m. It will be in conjunction with the 

January Fellowship Potluck. Mark your calendars! 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

 MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL JUMP PARTY! - Rescheduled for Saturday, January 25th, from 1-3 p.m.* 

You didn’t miss it! Kids in the 6th-12th grades are heading to “Get Air Toledo” for an afternoon of 

trampoline fun! The cost is $10 per jumper, with pizza and pop included. If you want to carpool, we 

will meet at the church at 12:15 p.m. Please sign-up on the bulletin board in the Narthex. Go to 

getairsports.com/Toledo to fill out a waiver (*REQUIRED for ALL jumpers). As always, friends are wel-

come! 
 
 MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH PROGRESSIVE DINNER: Friday, December 13th, at 6 p.m. 

This event is back by popular demand. The middle and high school youth will experience the hospi-

tality of congregation members as they travel from home to home, enjoying a different course to 

the meal at each stop. We need volunteers to host the youth for a course, as well as drivers. Please 

let Kristen know if you are interested. 
 
 ANNUAL YOUTH CHRISTMAS SHOPPING SERVICE PROJECT: Wednesday, December 18th, at 5:30 p.m. 

Middle and high school youth will adopt a family for Christmas again this year. We will meet at the 

church at 5:30 p.m. and then carpool to Meijer, where we will do all of the shopping for gifts. We will 

then head back to the church to wrap the gifts and eat dinner. 
 
 YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY & LOCK-IN! Friday, January 3rd, from 8 p.m. to Sat., Jan. 4th, at 7 a.m. 

Youth in middle and high school are invited to a festive night filled with games, movies, food and 

fun, with a holiday twist! As always, friends are welcome. There will be a sign-up in the Narthex. 
 
 Kids of the Kingdom MOVIE & HOT CHOCOLATE EVENT -  Sunday, January 12th, at 12 noon 

Kids in kindergarten—5th grade are invited to join us for a fun afternoon of movies and hot choco-

late. Bring a pillow and blanket so you can get comfy. We will also serve lunch. There will be a craft, 

too. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 The Faith Formation classes will present their Christmas Program on Sunday, December 15th, dur-

ing the worship service. We hope that you can join us! There will be a short cookie reception after 

the service. 
 
 BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS! The Cross Generation Team invites the entire congregation to a Birth-

day Party for Jesus on Sunday, December 22nd, at 10:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. There will be games, 

cake and music. Fun for every generation! 

 





 

Marilyn’s Nurse’s Notes for Healthy Living  

Disposable Gloves Used in Food Service 

  Disposable gloves are mandated — or at least suggested — for use in food service in most states. 
However, whether they prevent the spread of pathogens is determined by the wearers and how 
carefully they use them. The use of gloves does not always mean that the user is meticulous about 
cleanliness. Bacteria can thrive on either dirty hands or dirty gloves. Microbes stick well to gloves 
and can be hard to wash off. 

  If the food preparer has just stifled a sneeze or cough in the gloves before making your sandwich, 
used a gloved hand to put raw chicken on the grill before making your salad, or handled cash or 
touched other surfaces before slicing your meat, without him or her changing gloves, you are no 
better off than if that worker were bare-handed. 

  Hand-washing is an essential procedure before donning gloves and again when removing them. In 

fact, workers who keep their hands really clean don’t need gloves. Gloves do offer added protection 
for hands from harsh cleansers and such food as hot peppers. 

  It is just a good idea to watch food preparers and make sure they put on a new pair of gloves 
when preparing your food. If they do not, you should politely request that they do so. 

  Keep in mind that hand-washing is really important in any situation when food is prepared 
and should be the first line of defense in our quest for a healthy meal. Children should be remind-
ed to wash their hands before they eat and before helping to prepare food. Have a safe and healthy 
holiday!  

- Marilyn Sanderlin, BSN 

 November 29 Decorating the church begins at 10 a.m.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 December 1  ADVENT BEGINS 

 December 1  Holiday Potluck from 6-7 p.m., followed by Confirmation Class 

 December 5  Baptismal Ministry Team will meet at 10 a.m. (Please note the time change.) 

 December 13 Middle & High School Youth Progressive Dinner at 6 p.m. 

 December 15 Faith Formation Classes present their Christmas Program during 9:30 a.m. worship 

 December 15          Info session for Video recording and streaming capabilities after worship 

 December 18 Annual Youth Christmas Shopping Project starts at 5:30 p.m. 

 December 20 Toledo Symphony Orchestra Christmas Concert at St. Luke’s Lutheran - 7:30 p.m. 

 December 22 The congregation is invited to a Birthday Party for Jesus at 10:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

 December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE worship services at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.  

 January 3-4  Youth Christmas Party & Lock-In from 8 p.m. - 7 a.m. 

 January 5  10th Annual Epiphany Party in conjunction with the Fellowship Potluck at 6 p.m. 

 January  11 & 12 Pictorial Directory Make-up pictures taken.. [11th 6-7:00 pm; 12th 11-12:00 pm] 

Upcoming Events ... 



 

Assisting Ministers 

December 1 

  9:30 a.m. Rusty Ward  

December 8 

  9:30 a.m. Jim Jackel 

December 15 

 9:30 a.m. Geof Oetjens 

December 22 

  9:30 a.m. Marilyn Sanderlin 

December 24 

  7:00 p.m. Geof Oetjens 

  9:00 p.m. Rusty Ward 

December 29 

  9:30 a.m. Renee Merkel 

Altar Team 

December 1, 8, 15, 22, 24 (Christmas 

Eve), and 29 

Carolyn Gardetto, Lynette Langland, 

Carol Miller, Caryn Vavrick, and 

Deb Wilson 

 

HELP!! We need volunteers to serve on Sundays as communion assistants, assisting ministers, ushers, scripture 

readers, acolytes, and greeters. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex hallway, call or e-mail. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR DECEMBER 2019: 

Ushers 

December 1 

  9:30 a.m. Shelby Carter, Clint Nemec, Geof Oetjens 

December 8 

  9:30 a.m. Bob Nemec, Ted Vavrick, Jason Vavrick 

December 15 

   9:30 a.m. Mary Jackel, Jim Jackel, Will Vavrick 

December 22 

  9:30 a.m. Karen Russell, Doug Link, Dave Kreiger, Gary Huepenbecker, 

  Bob Kecskes 

December 24 

  7:00 p.m. Judy Kecskes, Bob Kecskes 

  9:00 p.m. Dave Kreiger 

December 29 

  9:30 a.m. Ken Miller, Mike Straubel, Patrick Lewis 

HAVE YOU HAD A CHANGE OF ADDRESS? Please notify the church office with the details of your new address, if you have moved, or have 

a new phone number, or are vacationing for an extended period of time. This helps save postage on returned mail. All church contact 

information is found on the front page of this newsletter. 

Volunteers 

in December 

are needed for: 

 Greeters 

 Communion Assistants 

 Acolytes 

Please sign up in the Narthex. 

Christ Lutheran has a new website! 

Please update your bookmarks and 

Church Directory [first inside page] 

reflect the church's new website   

christmonroe.com 

  The website includes information 

about the church, a digital archive of 

newsletters, recordings of previous 

weeks' sermons, and other helpful 

information. One way that you can 

help others find our website is by visit-

ing it occasionally yourself, so that it 

gets shown higher in search engine 

results.   

Scripture Readers 

December 1 

  9:30 a.m. Hope Link  

December 8 

  9:30 a.m. Ben Garman 

December 15 

 9:30 a.m. Children’s Program 

December 22 

 9:30 a.m. Kendall Garman 

December 24 

  7:00 p.m. Kristen Hause 

  9:00 p.m. Cate Windleborn 

December 29 

  9:30 a.m. Jim Jackel 

http://christmonroe.com/


 

December 
Birthdays! 

  1 Sandra Jo Butts 

  2 Clinton Hause 

  2 Alexandria Nemeth 

  2 Braden Reed 

  4 Marcia Regelin 

  5 Lois Yensz 

  5 Brenda Morton 

  6 Patrick Vines 

  6 Shelbie Payton 

  8 Renee Merkel 

  9 Shaina McNeil 

  9 Joseph Clute 

 10 Donna Wing 

 11 Shelby Carter 

 11 Lucas Stripes 

 13 Rosemary Sutton 

 13 Emily Keel 

  

14 Amy (Lavigne) Benore 

15 Shirley McAllister 

15 Steven Hawthorne 

18 Doris Glommen 

19 Nicholas Finley 

20 Lauren Lebeck 

20 Sharon Gray 

21 Christine Chickeral 

25 Holly Miletti 

26 Keara Kokx 

28 Jacob LaBo 

30  Rusty Ward 

30 Gail Lavigne 

30  Koen Huepenbecker 

30 Sydney Goans 


