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Peace, 

Pastor David 

“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and 

sell, and make a profit’; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even 

a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we 

shall live and do this or that.’ But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.” (James 4:13-16). 

  It is a well-worn tradition to use the start of a new calendar year as a time to set goals and renew ambi-

tions. Often this takes the form of new year’s resolutions. We say to ourselves, “This is the year when I get 

fit, learn to play an instrument, or reach that professional or educational goal. 2019 is going to be the year!” 

Many of us will also take on resolutions designed to grow our spiritual lives; to pray with more regularity, to 

study God’s Word, or to forgive someone who has wronged us. Any, or all, of these goals would make fine 

resolutions and if you take one on for the sake of personal development I wish you well.  

  I don’t know if it is true for you, but I know it is for me. I often end up repeating the same few resolutions 

each year. As it turns out, the list of things that I’d like to change about myself is stubbornly stable.  My own 

willpower always seems to come up short. That’s why I’m so grateful for the truth that lies at the heart of the 

Lutheran witness: we do not earn our way into God’s good favor. Rather, that favor comes to us as a free gift 

through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. In explaining the final portion of the Apostle’s Creed, Mar-

tin Luther put it this way: 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come 

to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified 

and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 

whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Chris-

tian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day 

He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

  I think that it is still worth making resolutions. It is worth trying to grow as people, especially when that 

growth helps us to be more like Jesus. So by all means, practice your instruments, finish the quilt, learn 

how to make an amazing risotto, love your enemies, and pray more frequently. Do it all with a spirit of rejoic-

ing that God’s claim on you is steadfast and secure. And trust that those steps that you take, however small, 

are a part of God’s unfolding plan for you and for all of creation.  

  May God be with each of you in 2019. 



 

 

 
CURRENT FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

             November 2018            Year to Date 2018 

       Actual   Budget     Actual   Budget 

Operating Income:     $  15,280  $  16,274  $    175,141  $  169,989 

Operating Expense:   $  17,292  $  18,774  $    178,682  $  181,873 

Surplus [Deficit]:   [$   2,012]  [$    2,500]  [$       3,541]  [$  11,884] 

 

 January 6 - Book discussion and scheduling 

at Kelly Kellie’s home 

The activities of our Women’s Book Club are 
open to everyone who is interested. Anyone 
who wishes to join the discussion, even if it is for 
one book only, is welcome.  

NEEDED: Donations of Warm 
Socks, Hats, Scarves and Gloves 

  It’s that time of year again when people without 
many of the resources we take for granted need 
warm clothing. Please help our neighbors by do-
nating new hats, gloves, scarves, and socks for 
men and women — all sizes are welcome and 
appreciated. 

  These items will be distributed to people who 
attend local meals for the homeless and needy in 
our community. 

W O M E N ‘ S 

Thank You, Flower Donors!  
 The calendar for altar flowers during 2019 is full.  

  Pulpit bouquets are always welcome and can 

be ordered through Ann Link, flower chairman 

for our Altar Guild. 

  To donate, please contact Ann at 734.243.9396 

or send an e-mail: donlink1@ att.net 

Grant that I may pass through the coming year with a 
faithful heart. 

There will be much to test me and make weak my 
strength before the year ends. 

In my confusion I shall often say the word that is not true 
and do the thing of which I am ashamed. 

There will be errors in the mind and great inaccuracies of 
judgment … 

In seeking the light, I shall again and again find myself 
walking in the darkness. 

I shall mistake my light for Your light and I shall drink 
from the responsibility of the choice I make. 

Nevertheless, grant that I may pass through the coming 
year with a faithful heart. 

May I never give the approval of my heart to error, to 
falseness, to vanity, to sin. 

Though my days be marked with failures, stumblings, fall-
ings, let my spirit be free so that You may take it and re-
deem my moments in all the ways my needs reveal. 

Give me the quiet assurance of Your Love and Presence. 

Grant that I may pass through the coming year with a 
faithful heart. 

- Howard Thurman 

A Prayer for the New Year ... 



Family and Youth Ministries 

BAPTISMAL MINISTRY
 The Baptismal Ministry Team will meet on Wednesday, January 2, at 7 p.m. If you are interested in 

participating in our Baptismal Ministry, but are unable to attend the meeting, please let Kristen know. 

 

 EPIPHANY PARTY! We are excited to announce that the annual Epiphany Party will be held on Sun-

day, January 6th, during our congregation’s monthly fellowship potluck dinner. ALL ARE INVITED as 

we celebrate the arrival of the Three Kings. There will be crafts, activities, and some special visitors. 

The Baptismal Ministry Team will provide soup, beverages and dessert. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY
 Youth and Family Ministry Meeting on Sunday, January 6th, at 10:30 a.m. We will meet to plan ac-

tivities for all of the age groups (elementary, middle and high school youth, and families). This is an 

important meeting. If you have ideas for fellowship or service activities, please join us. 

 

 Middle School Youth: The Junior High CHARGE Event is coming up — March 22-24 at Great Wolf 

Lodge in Traverse City. This event is $90 per person, if registered by January 18 ($115 after that). There 

is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Let Kristen know ASAP if you are interested in this AWESOME event. 

 

 Volunteers needed! We are looking for a few teens to watch young children during this year’s An-

nual Meeting on Sunday, January 20th. You would be manning the nursery from about 10:30 a.m. 

until 12 noon. For those in confirmation, this will count toward your curriculum requirements. 

 

CAMP!!!
 It is time to register for camp! We are hoping to attend Week #4 again this year, which is July 7-12, 

2019. As in years past, parents are required to go on-line to register their campers; families are also 

responsible for a $100 deposit paid directly to the camp. This year, the church’s draft budget calls 

for $1,500 to be allotted to camp, which will be evenly divided among all campers. We are also 

planning one fundraiser — the Mardi Gras Party on the first weekend in March. It is our hope that this 

funding will cover all but the initial deposit. If there is a remaining balance, it will be each family’s 

responsibility. 

  If you do intend to send kids to camp, please let Kristen know as soon as possible. The website for 

more information and registration is www.elcalivingwater.org Registration officially opens on January 

15 — you will want to register ASAP to insure a spot. 

 

EDUCATION 

 FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE  

  Faith Formation Class RESUMES on Sunday, 

January 13, at 10:30 a.m.  

 CONFIRMATION: The next Confirmation Class 

will be Sunday January 6th, after the Fellowship 

Potluck Dinner. There will also be a chance for 

the Confirmation mentors to meet at the same 

time. There will also be a confirmation class on 

Sunday, January 6th. 



FAMILY MINISTRY
 MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP POTLUCK!  

  Our next monthly Fellowship Potluck will be held 

on Sunday, January 6th, at 6 p.m. 

  The Confirmation class will meet immediately af-

ter the meal. 

  This month the Baptismal Ministry Team invites you 

to celebrate Epiphany … they will provide soup 

and dessert. Please bring a side dish to share. 

There is a sign-up sheet posted in the Narthex. 
 

  The Giving Tree Project was a tremendous success! Each 
member of the receiving families received wonderful, use-
ful and appreciated items. 

  THANK YOU to everyone who provided gifts to the families. 
Your generosity carried with it God’s peace and love! 



 

Marilyn’s Nurse’s Notes for Healthy Living  

Resolve to Become Healthier 

Dates to Remember 
 January 2    Baptismal Ministry Team meets at 7 p.m. 

 January 6    Youth & Family Ministry Meeting at 10:30 a.m. 

 January 6    EPIPHANY PARTY during Monthly Potluck at 6 p.m. 

 January 13    Faith Formation Class resumes at 10:30 a.m. 

 January 15    Registration opens ON-LINE for Summer Camp 

 January 20    Congregational Annual Meeting following worship 

  Traditionally, the beginning of a New Year is a time that we contemplate making some resolutions 

to change our ways. We often don’t follow through for the whole year but it is a good thing to think 

about and perhaps we can change some things about our lives for the better if we really try. Con-

sider asking God to help you do this. We don’t have to do it on our own. There are a few things that 

I would remind you of that have been found by the medical community to enhance a healthy life-

style.  

  Genetics, family history and environment all have a part in how we maintain our health in addi-

tion to how we eat and exercise daily. There are all kinds of studies and tests for almost every im-

aginable disorder and all kinds of remedies are suggested for these maladies. However, when you 

finally get to the bottom of the report on a study, it comes down to how you live your life no matter 

what intervention you might try. 

  According to researchers from the Harvard School of Public Health, the United States spends the 

most money on health care and yet has one of the lowest life expectancies of all developed nations. 

This is summed up by $9,400 spent per capita, age 79 years life expectancy, and the 31st rank of 

list of nations. These researchers have chosen five areas, according to prior studies, that have the 

largest impact on risk of premature death. A healthy diet is first on the list and includes vegeta-

bles, fruits, nuts, whole grains, healthy fats and omega 3 fatty acids. Unhealthy foods include red 

and processed meats, sugar-sweetened beverages, trans-fat and sodium. The second item is a 

healthy physical activity level which would be 30 minutes per day of moderate to vigorous activity. 

Third, is a healthy body weight with a Body Mass Index (BMI) of 18.5-24.9. Fourth is eliminating 

smoking. Fifth is a moderate alcohol intake which is 5-15 grams per day for women and 5-30 

grams for men. This computes to the fact that one drink contains about 14 grams of pure alcohol. 

That is 12 oz. of regular beer, or 5 oz. of wine or 1.5 oz. of distilled spirits. 

  Now, if you need something to think about changing in your life, perhaps you would consider a 

healthy lifestyle. Good luck and Godspeed in the New Year.  

- Marilyn Sanderlin, BSN 



Altar Team 

January 6, 13, 20 and 27 

Amber Clute, June Coyne, 

Elaine Guyer, Becky Huepenbecker, 

and Mary Jackel 

 

HELP!! We need volunteers to serve on Sundays as communion assistants, assisting ministers, ushers, scripture 

readers, acolytes, and greeters. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex hallway, call or e-mail. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR JANUARY 2019: 

Ushers 

January 6 

  9:30 a.m. Shelby Carter, Ed Oley, Geof Oetjens, Clint Nemec 

January 13 

  9:30 a.m. Bob Nemec, Ted Vavrick, Jason Vavrick, Chuck Sanscrainte 

January 20 

   9:30 a.m. Jim Jackel, William Vavrick, Patrick Lewis, Ryan Lewis 

January 27 

   9:30 a.m. Gary Huepenbecker, Doug Link, David Kreiger, Karen Russell 

Assisting Ministers 

January 6 

  9:30 a.m. Renee Merkel 

January 13 

  9:30 a.m. Geof Oetjens 

January 20 

  9:30 a.m. Marilyn Sanderlin 

January 27 

  9:30 a.m. Jim Jackel 

HAVE YOU HAD A CHANGE OF ADDRESS? Please notify the church office with the details of your new address, if 

you have moved, or have a new phone number, or are vacationing for an extended period of time. This helps 

save postage on returned mail. All church contact information is found on the front page of this newsletter. 

Volunteers 

in January 

are needed for: 

 Greeters 

 Communion Assistants 

 Acolytes 

Please sign up in the Narthex. 

Scripture Readers 

January 6 

  9:30 a.m. Deb Wilson 

January 13 

  9:30 a.m. Jim Jackel 

January 20 

  9:30 a.m. Geof Oetjens 

January 27 

  9:30 a.m. Joann Jackson 


