
March, 2019 

Christ Church Comments 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
225 E. Elm Avenue   Monroe, MI  48162    734.241.4554 

 Pastor: davidhively@gmail.com    Website: christlutheranmonroe.org 

Facebook: Christ Lutheran Church—Monroe, MI    Karen: secretaryonelm@sbcglobal.net 

Kristen: CLCYouth225@gmail.com    Newsletter: srsmiller74@yahoo.com 

 

 

  Recently I’ve been spending some time talking about the  three “movements of mission”: up, in, and out. 

Each of these movements is a key part of our lives as followers of Jesus. Last month’s newsletter article fo-

cused on “up,” the call to worship God and commit to prayer and Bible study. This month I’m going to be 

focusing on the mission movement “in” and how we are called to care for others in our community of faith, 

building them up as disciples. Living as a disciple of Jesus means trying to conduct ourselves as Jesus 

would have if he lived in our town, worked at our jobs, or was related to our families. 

  Jesus spent time very intentionally with a small group of people. He invested in a limited number of people 

in order that they would have a greater impact and, at the same time, showed them a model for impacting 

others. He let them in and took them with him. They knew one another, served one another, and loved one 

another. As Proverbs 27:11 says, “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” Our congregation 

cares for each other and invests in each other’s well-being. We do that through meeting together for prayer 

and study, by supporting each other in difficult times, and helping form the next generation of disciples.  I 

hope that you can easily name several people in the congregation whom you would call a friend and on 

whom you could depend during a challenging time in your life. If we are willing to invest in each other — 

helping each other in times of need, and encouraging one another to grow in faith — we will be not only 

stronger disciples, but we’ll be a healthier church.  

  This month, on March 9th and 10th, we will be welcoming seventeen new members to Christ Lutheran. 

You’ve likely seen many of them around in worship, faith formation, and other congregational events. When 

you add these new people to the thirteen new members from last year, there’s a pretty good chance that 

there are some people around who may look familiar but you have yet to meet. I hope that you’ll be inten-

tional over the next couple of weeks and reach out to the people around you on Saturday or Sunday whom 

you do not yet know. 

Peace, 

Pastor David 



 

CURRENT FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

            January 2019            Year to Date 2019 

       Actual   Budget     Actual   Budget 

Operating Income:     $  12,739  $  14,645  $     12,739  $    14,645 

Operating Expense:   $  18,881  $  19,203  $     18,881  $    19,203 

Surplus [Deficit]:   [$  6,142]  [$  4,558]  [$     6,142]  [$    4,558] 

 

 



MONTHLY 

FELLOWSHIP 

POTLUCK: 

Pancake Potluck 
  Our next monthly Fellowship Potluck 
will be held on Sunday, March 3rd, at 
6 p.m. There is a sign-up sheet posted. 

  
  Who doesn’t love breakfast for dinner?!

Sign-up in the Narthex and bring a 
breakfast side to share. 
   

  Pancakes will be provided. It’s always 
fun to gather and enjoy a shared meal. 
 

  Confirmation class will meet at 7 p.m. 

 



EDUCATION 

 CONFIRMATION: The next Confirmation Class will be Sunday, March 3rd, at 7 p.m. 



 EGGSTRAVAGANZA! Our annual pre-Easter carnival will be on Sunday, April 14, at 10:30 a.m., dur-

ing the Faith Formation time. There will be games, crafts and treats for all. Everyone is welcome!  



 FAITH FORMATION - We are doing an Easter Pageant! Sunday, April 28, during worship. If you are 

interested in a speaking part, or would like to sing a song, or help behind the scenes, please join us 

at Faith Formation. 

BAPTISMAL MINISTRY
 The Baptismal Ministry Team will meet on Wednesday, March 6, after the Ash Wednesday worship 

service. If you are interested in participating in our Baptismal Ministry, please let Kristen know. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY
 SOUPER BOWL OF CARING! Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, $221 and more than 135 

pounds of food were collected for CLC’s Food Pantry. Thank you! 

 

 IMPORTANT YOUTH PLANNING MEETING: Sunday, March 10, at 11:30 a.m. If you are a youth, parent 

grandparent, or friend of this ministry, please join us! 

 

 KIDS OF THE KINGDOM - St. Patrick’s Day Party! Saturday, March 16, at 3 p.m. Kid in kindergarten 

through 5th grade are invited to our own Celtic Celebration! There will be games, crafts, music, 

treats and more! Friends are welcome. 

 

 EASTER BREAKFAST - SUNDAY, April 21, at 9:30 a.m. (between worship services). The Middle & High 
School Youth will host this year’s annual Easter Breakfast as a service to the congregation. There will 

be breakfast casseroles, muffins, fruit and beverages. We hope you can join us!  

 

 SPRING CLEAN-UP: If you are in need of yardwork assistance this spring, please let Kristen know. We 

will be scheduling a spring clean-up day as a youth service project soon. 

 

CAMP!!!
 If you want to send a youth to camp, it isn’t too late! We are going to attend Week #4 as a group 

again this year, which is July 7-12, 2019. 

  As in years past, parents are required to go on-line to register their campers; families are also re-

sponsible for a $100 deposit paid directly to the camp. If you register AFTER February 28th, there will 

be an additional $35 cost to the families. This year, the church’s draft budget calls for $1,500 to be 

allotted to camp, which will be evenly divided among all campers. We are also planning one fund-

raiser. We hope that this funding will cover all but the initial deposit. If there is a remaining balance, it 

will be each family’s responsibility. 

  If you do intend to send kids to camp, please let Kristen know as soon as possible. The website for 

more information and registration is www.elcalivingwater.org You need to register ASAP to insure a 
spot. 

 

 Camp Fundraiser - SPRING FLING! Saturday, May 11, 2019. Doors open at 6 p.m. Mark your calen-

dars for this fun-filled evening! There will be great food, lively music and raffles galore! CJ Clark the 

executive director of Living Water Ministries, will also be there. Tickets and more information will be 

available soon! 

Family and Youth Ministries 
 



 

_____ Single Lilies  $ 10.00 

_____ Double Lilies $ 20.00 

_____ Azaleas  $ 17.00 

_____ Daffodils  $   9.00 

_____ Hyacinths  $   9.00 

_____ Hydrangeas  $ 17.00 

_____ Tulips   $   9.00 

_____ Mums   $ 10.00 

  Total: $ ____________ 

  A beautiful selection of spring flowers can be or-

dered both before and after worship services on 

March 17, March 24, and March 31. 

  For more information, please call Geof Oetjens at 

734.241.0189 or you can send him an e-mail at 

gtoetjens@hughes.net 

  Please make all checks payable to: Christ Lutheran 

Altar Guild. 

 In memory of  In honor of ________________________________________________________ 

 In memory of  In honor of ________________________________________________________ 

 In memory of  In honor of ________________________________________________________ 

 In memory of  In honor of ________________________________________________________ 

 In memory of  In honor of ________________________________________________________ 

 In memory of  In honor of ________________________________________________________ 

 In memory of  In honor of ________________________________________________________ 

 In memory of  In honor of ________________________________________________________ 

Given by __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Easter Flowers 
2019 ORDER FORM 

 



 

 

Learn About Other Times 
and Places: Join Our Club! 

  The activities of our Women’s Book Club are 
open to everyone who is interested. Anyone 
wishing to join the discussion — even if it is for 
one book only — is welcome. 

  The Book Club will meet at 4:30 p.m. 
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BOOK LIST &  SCHEDULE FOR 2019 

 March 10 - News of the World 

by Paulette Jiles at church 
“1 BOOK, 1 COMMUNITY” CHOICE 

FOR MONROE COUNTY IN 2019 

 

 April 14 - The Word is Murder 

by Anthony Horowitz at Dede Ward’s home 

 May 19 - Flat Broke with Two Goats 

by Jennifer McGaha at June Coyne’s home 

 June 9 - Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore 

by Robin Sloan at Polly VanAcker’s home 

 July 14 - Books for Living 

by Will Schwalbe at Caryn Vavrick’s home 

 August 11 - The Beginner’s Goodbye 

by Anne Tyler at June Coyne’s home 

 September 8 - Find the Good: Unexpected 

Life Lessons from a Small-Town Obituary Writer 

by Heather Lende at Bonnie Finzel-Doster’s home 

 October 7 - The Rosie Project 

by Graeme Simsion at Polly VanAcker’s home 

 November 10 - The Daughter of Time 

by Josephine Tey at June Coyne’s home 

 

 December - No meeting in December. 

 

 January 12 - Book discussion and scheduling 

at Kelly Kellie’s home 

March 6th Is the Deadline to Register 

for Women’s Spiritual Retreat in Ida 

  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Ida will 
host an inter-denominational retreat for women 
of post-high school age on Saturday, March 
16, from 8:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. This day of fel-
lowship, prayer and reflection will feature Sto-
ries from a Grateful Heart, presented by 
Friends of the Groom.  

  Friends of the Groom is a professional thea-
ter group committed to proclaiming the Chris-
tian message with a unique blend of humor, 
story, challenging content, and scenes that are 
hard to forget. They make the Gospel a laugh-
ing matter as they perform powerful scenes 
combining humor and encounters with God. 

  Registration and a continental breakfast begin 
at 8:15 a.m. in the Community Center lobby of 
the church, which is located at 1920 Lewis Ave-
nue, just north of Ida. The gathering welcome 
begins at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Later in the 
day a buffet lunch by Christian’s Catering in 
Milan will be provided. 

  There will be 6 break-out sessions offered. 

  Cost for the day is $40 per person and in-
cludes the day’s retreat events, your choice of 2 
break-out sessions, continental breakfast, 
gourmet lunch, and spiritual enrichment.  

  You can register on-line and pay with PayPal 
at www.princeofpeaceida.org or you can com-
plete the form found in the brochures that are 
available on the bulletin board in our Narthex 
at church and mail your registration. 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: MARCH 6, 2019 
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We invite you to join us 

for a birthday brunch 

to celebrate the 

90th birthday of 

Eleanor Russell!          

Sunday, April 7, 2019 

Christ Lutheran Church 

225 E. Elm Ave.; Monroe 

At 10:45 a.m., following the morning service, 

in the Eleanor Russell Fellowship Hall 

 

In lieu of gifts, please bring a donation 
for the Christ Lutheran Food Pantry  
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Marilyn’s Nurse’s Notes for Healthy Living  

Carbon Monoxide Danger 

  Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless gas (CO) that can cause sudden illness and death. Carbon mon-
oxide poisoning claims hundreds of lives per year and thousands more are affected in some way. Anytime 
that you burn something like gas, oil, propane, wood, or charcoal, CO is emitted. Usually the particles are 
outside and not in an enclosed space, so they dissipate and do not cause harm. Gas- and oil-burning furnac-
es, portable generators and charcoal grills along with gas-powered vehicles are common items that emit car-
bon monoxide. DO NOT use portable generators inside homes or garages and position them at least 
20 feet away from doors and windows. DO NOT run a vehicle in a closed garage area. 

  Carbon monoxide can be detected by using battery-operated or back-up detectors. These can be purchased 
easily and should be installed near every sleeping area in your home and checked regularly. Fire depart-
ments and other organizations often distribute them free of charge. They usually last approximately 5 years 
and should be replaced from time to time. If one goes off in your home, leave and go outside immediately 
and call 911. Even if you feel better, the toxic effects can still be present and you need to be checked out 
medically and treated, if necessary. Treatment is breathing pure oxygen. In severe cases, a pressurized hy-
perbaric oxygen chamber may be used. This is a controversial treatment and not readily available. 

  Effects of poisoning occur when there is a build-up of CO in your bloodstream. The most common symp-
toms of mild poisoning are a tension headache, dizziness, nausea and vomiting, and/or a general feeling of 
malaise. These symptoms often are mistaken for flu, gastrointestinal upset or food poisoning. 

  As the build-up of the carbon monoxide increases and the exposure becomes moderate, a more generalized 
feeling of weakness occurs with dizziness, unsteadiness, and problems of concentration and thinking leading 
to confusion, drowsiness, and maybe shortness of breath and chest pain. If this build-up becomes severe, 
deterioration begins quite quickly with seizures, coma and death. An MRI shows changes in basal ganglia 
which can lead to a movement disorder, resembling Parkinson’s disease, and changes in white matter. An 
unusual feature of an acute exposure in some cases can be a delayed deteriorating neurological condition 
occurring from a few days to 5-6 weeks after the initial exposure. 

  A chronic exposure is defined by persistent and long-term exposure to low levels of CO. Symptoms are a 
milder version of those of acute poisoning and are headache, nausea, dizziness, lightheadedness, fatigue, 
sleepiness, difficulty concentrating, and memory problems as well as changes in mood. These symptoms are 
often attributed to overwork, stress or depression before the true cause is identified. Most people recover 
from chronic low-level exposure when the source is removed, but it is possible to lead to an anoxic brain in-
jury. 

  All of this is preventable if people are aware and use CO detectors in their homes. 

- Marilyn Sanderlin, BSN   

 



Altar Team 

March 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, 27 & 31 

Kay Coombe, Hilary Harmon, 

Kristen Hause, Amy Vines, and 

Barbara Wood 

 

HELP!! We need volunteers to serve on Sundays as communion assistants, assisting ministers, ushers, scripture 

readers, acolytes, and greeters. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex hallway, call or e-mail. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR MARCH 2019: 

Ushers 

March 3 

  9:30 a.m. Shelby Carter, Ed Oley, Geof Oetjens, Clint Nemec 

March 10 

  9:30 a.m. Bob Nemec, Ted Vavrick, Jason Vavrick, Chuck Sanscrainte 

March 17 

   9:30 a.m. Mary Jackel, Jim Jackel, William Vavrick 

March 24 

   9:30 a.m. Doug Link, David Kreiger, Karen Russell 

March 31 

Assisting Ministers 

March 3 

  9:30 a.m. Renee Merkel 

March 10 

  9:30 a.m. Geof Oetjens 

March 17 

  9:30 a.m. Marilyn Sanderlin 

March 24 

  9:30 a.m. Jim Jackel 

March 31 

HAVE YOU HAD A CHANGE OF ADDRESS? Please notify the church office with the details of your new address, if 

you have moved, or have a new phone number, or are vacationing for an extended period of time. This helps 

save postage on returned mail. All church contact information is found on the front page of this newsletter. 

Volunteers 

in March 

are needed for: 

 Greeters 

 Communion Assistants 

 Acolytes 

Please sign up in the Narthex. 

Scripture Readers 

March 3 

  9:30 a.m. Robert Sutts 

March 10 

  9:30 a.m. Aiden Coury 

March 17 

  9:30 a.m. Kristen Hause 

March 24 

  9:30 a.m. Caryn Vavrick 

March 31 

Dates to Remember 
 March 3     Monthly Fellowship Pancake Potluck at 6 p.m.

 March 6     ASH WEDNESDAY - Worship Services at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. 

 March 6     Baptismal Ministry Team Meeting 

 March 9 & 10  New Member Welcome during Worship Services 

 March 10     Youth Planning Meeting at 11:30 a.m. 

 March 10    Women’s Book Club meets at 4:30 p.m. at Church 

 March 16    Kids of the Kingdom St. Patricks’ Day Party at 3 p.m. 

 March 13, 20 & 27  Lenten Worship Services 

 

 

 


