
  November is a time when many of us will take a bit of extra time to give thanks for the blessings 
that God has poured into our lives. I’ve seen many people use November as inspiration to write 
down (and sometimes post to Facebook) one thing that they are grateful for each day. On a person-
al level, I’ve been grateful lately for all of the people whose talents and abilities go into making our 
lives together worth living. God has designed us to live in community and to count on and care for 
one another. This interconnectedness isn’t something that we’ve invented for ourselves, but it is 
hard coded into the way that creation works.   

 

  I came across this article recently from New Scientist (https://www.newscientist.com/
article/2084488-trees-share-vital-goodies-through-a-secret-underground-network/). Researchers 
were walking through the forest and noticed that one of the tree stumps nearby was still showing 

signs of life. Even though it had no leaves with which to collect the rays of the sun or exchange 
CO2, this stump still had life in it. Through careful examination, what the scientists discovered 
was that this stump was interconnected with other trees in the area. What would look to many of 
us like individual trees trying to make it on their own or even compete with other trees around was 
actually a part of a network. This network shared resources and helped each other thrive.  

 

  The values taught by our dominant culture tells us that we should “put ourselves first” and 
“make sure that we get our fair share.” The dominant culture loves the story of the “self-made 
man” who pulls himself up by the bootstraps and doesn’t rely on anyone else. But these are not 
the values of the Kingdom of God. In Matthew, chapter 20, James’ and John’s mother comes to 
Jesus looking to secure prime places for her sons in God’s kingdom. Jesus’ response is telling: 
“[He] called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be your 
slave— 28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 

 
  As you give thanks this season, please remember to thank the people in your lives who have  
chosen a path of service instead of the path of power. Consider writing them a note letting them 
know of your gratitude. It may well be that your note might be the thing that brings new life from a 
dead stump. 
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All Saints’ Sunday 
Is November 3rd 

 

CURRENT FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

                September 2019    Year to Date 2019 

       Actual   Budget     Actual   Budget 

Operating Income:     $  15,185  $  15,448  $  141,949  $  138,914 

Operating Expense:   $  16,810  $  15,200  $  150,162  $  153,901 

Surplus [Deficit]:   [$   1,625]  $       248  [$     8,213]  [$  14,987] 

The September deficit is due to extraordinary repairs to plumbing and air conditioning systems costing $ 1,900. 

 

15% of all Jesus’ recorded words have to do 

with money. 

The Bible contains 2,200 verses about money 

and possessions.  

  There is still time to learn how to apply biblical princi-

ples to your own money management. The Freed-Up 

Financial Living Teaching Series outlines biblical essen-

tials on earning, giving, saving, spending and reducing 

debt, while providing practical tips to help participants 

achieve their own financial, personal, and spiritual 

goals. 

  Join us on November 4, 11, and 18 from 7-8 p.m. for 

Freed-Up Financial Living! Everyone will benefit from 

applying Biblical principles  to creating a God-

centered personal spending plan.  

Funding for the Freed-Up series has been provided through a 

grant from the St. Luke’s Endowment Fund. 

Classes at Christ Lutheran Church 

Phone: (734) 242-4554  Child Care is Available!   As a part of our worship service on 
All Saints’ Sunday, we will remember 
by name people from our community 
who have died recently. 

  If you have a loved one who you want 
to be certain is included in our service 
that day, please contact the church 
office. 

Urgently needed: 

Donations of Adult 
Socks & Underwear 

  Everyone needs comfortable socks and     
underwear. Please help needy folks in our 
community by donating new items for men 
and women; all sizes are appreciated. 

  These donations will be distributed to people 
who attend local meals for homeless and 
needy people in our community. You can 
leave your donations at church. If you have 
any questions, call Ann Link at 243.9396. 



 

Christmas Poinsettia & Wreath Sale Order Form 
We will continue our Christmas tradition by placing poinsettias in the Sanctuary for the holiday 
season. They may be placed in honor or in memory of loved ones, if you wish. 

Poinsettias 
Colors:  Red, pink, or white.  (Circle one.) 

    *Tri-color (1 red, 1 pink and 1 white) is available only on large plants. (Circle, if desired.) 

           Quantity 

  Mini  (1 plant, 3-5 blooms)   $   4.50 _________  

  Single (1 plant, 5-7 blooms)   $   7.00 _________ 

  Double (2 plants, 8-14 blooms)   $ 14.00 _________ 

  Large (3 or 4 plants, 12-20 blooms)  $ 21.00 _________ 

Door Wreaths 
        Plain          Decorated  Finish Size Quantity 

 No Bow or Cones  Red Bow, 3 Pine Cones 

12”        $ 16.00            $ 24.00     18”-20” _________ 

16”        $ 21.00            $ 30.00     25”-27” _________ 
 

In memory of: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
  

In honor of: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ordered by:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TO ORDER: Geof Oetjens will be in the Narthex at church on November 3, 10 & 17. 

Questions? Call Geof at (734) 241-0189 or e-mail him at gtoetjens@hughes.net 

Please make checks payable to: Christ Lutheran Altar Guild  



 

 

 

 

Would you like to donate altar flowers? 

 Ann Link is taking orders for altar flowers for 2020. Two bouquets 
cost $35 total. The arrangements are designed by North Monroe 
Floral Boutique and delivered to our church each week. 

  Donors are billed individually through the mail. Providing the 
flowers is a wonderful way to honor a loved one, remember a 
birthday or anniversary, or simply add to the beauty of our wor-
ship services. 

  Pulpit bouquets are also welcome and can be ordered through 
the same process. 

To donate flowers, please contact Ann at 734.243.9396 or send an e-mail to: donlink1@ att.net 

 

  Stephanie Hawkins is compiling a new church 
directory for our 75th anniversary. She is asking 
the congregation to share old photos and other 
materials of interest for the book. Please send 
any electronic files to stephhaw-

kins@hotmail.com 

  Stephanie will be at church to take photos of 
you and your family following worship services 
on Sunday, November 17th. 

  Please bring your smiles! The sign-up  
 sheet is posted. 

Enjoy A Good Read with Friends 
The activities of our Women’s Book Club are open to everyone 
who is interested. Anyone wishing to join the discussion is welcome. 
The Book Club meets at 4:30 p.m. 

 

 November 10 - The Daughter of Time by Josephine Tey at Kelly Kellie’s home 

 No meeting in December 

 January 12 - Book discussion & scheduling at Kelly Kellie’s home 



Family and Youth Ministries 

BAPTISMAL MINISTRY
 The Baptismal Ministry Team will meet on Wednesday, November 13th, at 7 p.m. 

 

 We are starting to prepare for the Annual Epiphany Party, which will be Sunday, January 5th, at 6 

p.m. It will be in conjunction with the January Fellowship Potluck. Mark your calendars! 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

 BOX CITY: 6:30 p.m., Friday, November 1, through 8 a.m., Saturday, November 2 

Christ Lutheran Church, in cooperation with Monroe County’s Homeless Awareness Week, is hosting 

our 3rd annual Box City Event. Middle and high school youth, and chaperones, will spend a night in 

the church’s parking lot to get a better understanding of what the homeless in our community face 

on a daily basis. We need volunteers from our congregation to help with this event.  

 

 MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL JUMP PARTY! Saturday, November 16th, from 1-3 p.m.* 

Kids in the 6th-12th grades are heading to “Get Air Toledo” for an afternoon of trampoline fun! The 

cost is $10 per jumper, with pizza and pop included. If you want to carpool, we will be meeting at 

the church at 12:15 p.m. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex. To fill out a waiver, go 

to getairsports.com/Toledo. *Waivers are REQUIRED for ALL jumpers. As always, friends are welcome! 

 
 KIDS OF THE KINGDOM ADVENT EVENT! SUNDAY, November 24th, starting at 12 noon 

Kids in kindergarten-5th grade are invited to join us as we get ready for the season of Advent. There 

will be crafts, games and lunch. This will be a fun-filled afternoon! 
 

 MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH PROGRESSIVE DINNER: Friday, December 13th, at 6 p.m. 

This event is back by popular demand. The middle and high school youth will experience the hospi-

tality of congregation members as they travel from home to home, enjoying a different course to 

the meal at each stop. We need volunteers to host the youth for a course, as well as drivers. Please 

let Kristen know if you are interested. 

 

 ANNUAL YOUTH CHRISTMAS SHOPPING SERVICE PROJECT: Wednesday, December 18th, at 5:30 p.m. 

Middle and high school youth will adopt a family for Christmas again this year. We will meet at the 

church at 5:30 p.m. and then carpool to Meijer, where we will do all of the shopping for gifts. We will 

then head back to the church to wrap the gifts and eat dinner. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 The Faith Formation classes will present their Christmas Program on Sunday, December 15th, dur-

ing the worship service. We hope that you can join us! 

 



 



 

Marilyn’s Nurse’s Notes for Healthy Living  

Parkinson Disease 
  This is a disease that affects 10 in a 1,000 Americans over the age of 55. It affects men more 
often than women and it can affect younger persons also.  It is considered a neuro-degenerative 
disorder. It is a movement disorder because of tremors and the slowing and stiffening move-
ments involved. The symptoms are diverse and develop slowly over time. The symptoms can 
come and go. The symptoms vary from person to person and they can change over time. The 
cause has not been determined so a diagnosis is made according to symptoms that are present. 
A bradykinesia (slowness of movement) plus tremors or rigidity of arms, legs, or trunk must be 
present for a diagnosis to be considered.   

  Having received a diagnosis of PD, a patient should see a movement disorders specialist 
(neurologist with specialized training in PD). A health care team can then develop a plan for 
treatment. There are no medications proven to slow or halt the prognosis but there are drugs 

which can help improve some symptoms such as rigidity and tremors. A healthy lifestyle in-
cluding exercising, eating right, getting enough sleep, taking care of mental and spiritual 
health, and learning to pace yourself and prioritize your goals is imperative to be included in 
your care plan.   

  Below is a list of 10 early signs of Parkinson’s Disease. 

 Tremor or slight shaking of finger, thumb, hand or chin while at rest. 

 Small handwriting: A change may be a sign. 

 Loss of smell   

 Trouble sleeping: Thrashing around or sudden movements during sleep. 

 Trouble moving or walking: Arms don’t swing when walking, or feet seem to be stuck to the floor. 

 Constipation: If your diet contains enough fiber and water and you are still constipated. 

 Soft or low voice: If people tell you that your voice is very soft or that you sound hoarse and this is a 

change, it could be a sign. 

 Masked face: If you have been told that you have a serious, depressed or mad look on your face even 

when you are not in a bad mood, you should bring it up with your doctor.   

 Dizziness or fainting:  This can be linked to Parkinson’s. 

 Stooping or hunching over: Could be a sign of Parkinson’s.   

  If you have concerns about some of these signs, talk to your doctor. More information can be 
found at www.parkinson.org. 

- Marilyn Sanderlin, BSN 

 November 1-2  BOX CITY EXPERIENCE

 November 3   ALL SAINT’S SUNDAY

 November 3   Potluck dinner at church begins at 6 p.m. 

 November 3   Confirmation Class meets at 7 p.m. 

 November 4, 11, 18  Freed-Up Financial Living sessions at 7 p.m. 

 November 10  Women’s Book Club meets at 4:30 p.m. 

 November 13  Baptismal Ministry Team meets at 7 p.m. 

 November 16  Middle & High School JUMP PARTY! from 1-3 p.m. at “Get Air Toledo” 

 November 17  Photos will be taken for new church directory following worship 

 November 24  Kids of the Kingdom Advent Event starts at 12 noon

 November 29  Decorating the church begins at 10 a.m.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 December 1   ADVENT BEGINS 

 

 

Upcoming Events ... 

http://www.parkinson.org


 

 

  Once again this year Christ Lutheran is 
partnering with St. Luke's in Temperance 
to sponsor a Christmas concert performed 
by the Toledo Symphony Orchestra. This 
year's concert is Friday, December 20th, 
at 7:30 pm. 

  Tickets for the event will go on sale No-
vember 2nd and 3rd and are $20 per per-
son. As the date gets closer, we'll also put 
out information about help with set-up, 
tear down, and food for the post concert 
reception.  

  In the next few weeks we'll begin using a service 

that allows us to text groups of people from the 

church's current phone number. This will allow us to 

reach people with important and timely infor-

mation like event reminders or weather-related 

cancellations. 

  In order to get the benefits of this information, 

please forward your cell phone number to the 

church so that we can add it to our records. We 

promise not to bombard your phone with text 

messages, but if you'd rather not participate, you 

can also let the office know and we'll remove you 

from the distribution list.  

T.S.O. Christmas Concert 
Set for December 20th 

New Text Connection Is Coming 

 

Join in Decorating Our Church 
   for Christmas! 
  Your help and your creativity are requested for 
a special and fun effort. We will be decorating 
our church for the Christmas season on Friday, 
November 29th, at 10 a.m.  

  Everyone is invited! We need people to hang 
garland in the Sanctuary, decorate the trees, 
and arrange our sacred surroundings to cele-
brate Advent and the birth of our Savior. 

  Please check your calendar and join us for a 
time of fellowship to begin our journey to the 
Nativity. 



 

Assisting Ministers 

November 3 

  9:30 a.m. Renee Merkel 

November 10 

  9:30 a.m. Jim Jackel 

November 17 

 9:30 a.m. Geof Oetjens 

November 24 

  9:30 a.m. Marilyn Sanderlin 

Scripture Readers 

November 3 

  9:30 a.m. Deborah Wilson  

November 10 

  9:30 a.m. Caryn Vavrick 

November 17 

 9:30 a.m. Polly VanAcker 

November 24 

  9:30 a.m. Joann Jackson 

Altar Team 

November 3, 10, 17, 24 & 28  

(Thanksgiving) 

Kay Coombe, Hilary Harmon,  

Kristen Hause, Amy Vines, and 

Barb Wood 

 

HELP!! We need volunteers to serve on Sundays as communion assistants, assisting ministers, ushers, scripture 

readers, acolytes, and greeters. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex hallway, call or e-mail. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NOVEMBER 2019: 

Ushers 

November 3 

  9:30 a.m. Shelby Carter, Clint Nemec, Geof Oetjens 

November 10 

  9:30 a.m. Bob Nemec, Ted Vavrick, Jason Vavrick 

November 17 

   9:30 a.m. Mary Jackel, Jim Jackel, Will Vavrick 

November 24 

  9:30 a.m. Karen Russell, Doug Link, Dave Kreiger, Gary Huepenbecker, 

  Bob Kecskes 

HAVE YOU HAD A CHANGE OF ADDRESS? Please notify the 

church office with the details of your new address, if you 

have moved, or have a new phone number, or are vaca-

tioning for an extended period of time. This helps save post-

age on returned mail. All church contact information is 

found on the front page of this newsletter. 

Volunteers 

in November 

are needed for: 

 Greeters 

 Communion Assistants 

 Acolytes 

Please sign up in the Narthex. 

Reminder:  Christ Lutheran has a new web-

site! Please update your bookmarks to reflect the 

church's new website christmonroe.com 

  The website includes information about the church, 

a digital archive of newsletters, recordings of previ-

ous weeks' sermons, and other helpful information. 

One way that you can help others find our website is 

by visiting it occasionally yourself, so that it gets 

shown higher in search engine results.   

 
In honor of the colder weather, this month’s 
theme is “Soups & Sides”. You are encour-
aged to bring food that warms you up from 
the inside. 

Please sign up, indicating 
what you plan to bring. 

BEVERAGES ARE PROVIDED 

** Confirmation Class will follow at 7 p.m. 

 

http://christmonroe.com/

