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By the time that this article reaches you many of you will have
already heard the news that Robyn and | have accepted calls to serve
as pastors of Messiah Lutheran Church in Vancouver, Washington.
This means that I’'m resigning my call as your pastor. My last Sunday
with you will be July 28th. Although I’'m excited about this new
opportunity, I'm sad to be leaving the community here at Christ
Lutheran. I've spent about half of my professional career as your
pastor. Thank you for welcoming me into this community and giving
me the privilege of serving alongside you as we work for God’s
kingdom in Monroe and beyond.

For my final newsletter article, | want to encourage you for
the days ahead. | know that some of you remember times when
Christ Lutheran had overflowing pews and Sunday school rooms.
Others of you remember difficult times when the congregation was
so conflicted that it was threatening to split. In the good times and in
the bad, God has always been faithful to God’s people. God’s never
failed you before and God will not fail you in the future. | firmly
believe that the message that the Church has been given to share is
one that the world needs now more than ever. Even if it is frightening
or difficult, this is a great time to be the Church.

I’'ve heard plenty of people around Christ describe the congre-
gation as “our little church.” There are certainly churches around
which are larger in terms of budget or attendance, but that shouldn’t
close your eyes to what God can do with this congregation. According
to statistics published by the ELCA, Christ Lutheran is in the 64th per-
centile for active participants in Southeast Michigan. That means that
our congregation has more people actively involved in ministries than
about 2/3 of the congregations in our synod. | hope you let that sink



in. There is good ministry being done at Christ Lutheran. You have a team of people who are dedicated to
seeing that the ministry of this congregation continues to have an impact on Monroe. You will be a blessing
to the next pastor who is called to serve alongside you; just as you have been a blessing to me.

| don’t know who the next pastor is that God has been preparing for Christ Lutheran. | don’t know
how long it will be before that person is installed. But | do know that there is work for this congregation to
do in the meantime and that you have been blessed with the people and resources to do it. | trust that God
has brought you just the people and the resources that you need in order to complete the part of the work
of the kingdom that God has prepared for you. And | believe that God will continue to walk alongside this
congregation as it gathers for worship, as it draws strength from bread and wine, as it hears God’s Word,
and as it blesses its neighbors.

Although I'm excited about the opportunities that lay in front of me in Vancouver, I’'m going to miss
all of you. | count you not only as co-workers in the ministry of the Gospel, but as friends. Please know that
you will all remain in my prayers and | hope to remain in yours.

In the enduring hope of the empty tomb,

Dastor Danid

Kroger Community Rewards
Are you a Kroger shopper?

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church is now a part of the Kroger Community **yet we know that a
Rewards program. Every time you use your Kroger card, CLC will  receive a |l person is justified not
percentage from your purchase. The pennies add up! by the works of the law

If you have a KROGER PLUS card, all you need to do is create an online but through faith in

account at krogercommunityrewards.com and choose Christ Ev. Lutheran .

Church (or by number #FB733) for your COMMUNITY REWARDS donation, || /€5uS Christ. And we -
have come to believe in

Please see the directions below: .
Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com Christ Jesus, so that we

e Follow the directions to CREATE AN ACCOUNT might be justified by

e Be sure to have your Kroger Plus card handy and register your card with faith in Christ, and not
Christ Ev. Lutheran Church (#FB733) when you sign up. bv doing the works of
e Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card at check-out or Y 8
use the phone number that is related to their registered Kroger Plus card the law, because no
when shopping for each purchase to count. This is a very simple and one will be justified by
meaningful way to support Christ Lutheran Church's Food Pantry. h ks of the |
Thank you for your support! the works of the law.

Galatians 2:16

The Clicks are so excited to hold the 2nd Annual Golf Outing to benefit the food pantry at our
church on July 21, 2024. You do not need to be a golfer to be part of this ministry, also needed are hole
sponsors and basket donations. If you have family members, co-workers or neighbors who golf or can
donate an item (gift cards, baskets, certificates for services) please invite them to be part of this
fundraiser. Many of our local small business gave generously last year and every item donated or dol-
lars spent come directly back to our own pantry to serve our neighbors. We appreciate all your help.
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http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/

News from around the church

The Christ Lutheran Food Pantry extends its thanks to
Sharon Nichols, and her family and friends. In lieu of gifts
for her 80th birthday Sharon requested financial
donations to the food pantry. Together they donated
$600 in support of our effort to feed our neighbors in

need. W 7’”’“
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The office will be closed
Thursday, July 4th
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Articles to Carolyn Gardetto at .-
cgardetto7@comcast.net
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The Book Club willmeet @ 3

DYy Eﬁmfh Litts:

Scripture Readers
Thanks to Carol Miller for

organizing!
July 7 Geof Oetjens
July 14 Don Link
July 21 Pat Sargent
July 28 Polly VanAcker

Ushers

Thanks to Patrick Lewis for
organizing!

July 7 Geof Oetjens

July 14 Jim/Mary Jackel
July 21 Patrick Lewis

July 28 Gary Huepenbecker

Assisting Minister

Thanks to Rusty Ward for
organizing!

July 7 Jim Jackel
July 14 Geof Oetjens
July 21

July 28 Rusty Ward

CURRENT FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Summary Operating Statement May 2024 YTD 2024
Actual Budget Actual Budget
Operating income $ 12,896 $ 16,150 $ 63,796 $ 80,850
Operating expense 14,189 16,295 78,982 80,920
Operating Surplus/(Deficit) (1,293) $ (145) $ (15,186) $ (70)

payroll in June.

We came close to being able to pay bills this month, but we still added to our deficit. We are at the
point that | might need to move money from our Money Market Account to pay all of our bills and
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