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Peace, 

Pastor David 

  In my report to the congregation at the annual meeting, I introduced the concept of the three “movements 

of mission”: up, in, and out. Each of these movements is a key part of our lives as followers of Jesus. It is 

my plan to use this article and the two that follow it to dive into this concept a bit more deeply, in hopes 
that it will help us all grow as disciples of Jesus. Living as a disciple of Jesus means trying to conduct our-

selves as Jesus would have if he lived in our town, worked at our jobs, or was related to our families.  

 

  The first of the movements of mission is “UP.” Across the gospels we see that Jesus regularly spent time in 

worship and prayer. These were at the center of his ministry and gave energy and structure to everything 

he did. Time spent building our relationship with God is critical to who we are as people of faith. Year-
round, our congregation offers two rather different worship opportunities. The Sunday morning worship 

service will often include organ or piano music and a pattern for worship that is deeply rooted in the history 

of the church but strives to be meaningful and relevant to contemporary life. The Saturday evening service 

usually features acoustic guitar, more recently written music, videos, quiet time for prayer, and a relaxed 

atmosphere. Both services always include communion, remembering Jesus’ instruction to “Do this and re-
member me.” I know that many of you have “your” service between these two, but I hope that from time to 

time you’ll make a point of worshiping in the other style. It is often the case that a fresh approach can open 

up new layers of meaning and experience. 

 

  It has been my experience that each person has one of these three categories in which they are naturally 

strong, one where they do decently, and one where they need help. I recognize that the kind of people who 
take time to read the pastor’s article in the monthly church newsletter are already the kind of people who 

tend to be pretty committed to their faith and to the well-being of the congregation. It is my hope that this 

focus on the movements of mission helps to affirm the areas where you are already strong and gives you the 

encouragement you need in order to grow in areas that may need some help. It is my hope that together, as 

a community of faith, we can celebrate the places where ministry is thriving, and lend strength to each oth-
er in the areas where we are weak.  



 

 

Many Thanks, Flower Donors!  

 

CURRENT FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

            December 2018            Year to Date 2018 

       Actual   Budget     Actual   Budget 

Operating Income:     $  29,739  $  19,359  $    204,880  $  189,347 

Operating Expense:   $  15,216  $  15,474  $    193,920  $  197,347 

Surplus [Deficit]:   $  14,523  $    3,885  $      10,960  [$    8,000] 

In December, the church was blessed with a significant monetary gift that pushed income well above both 
monthly and annual budgets. 

 

We Need Donations of Warm 
Socks, Hats, Scarves & Gloves 

  When the temperature dips and snow show-
ers fall, people without adequate resources 
need warm clothing. 

  Please help by donating new hats, gloves, 
scarves, and socks for men and women — all 
sizes are welcome and appreciated. 

  These items will be distributed to people who 
attend local meals that assist those who are 
homeless and needy in our community. 

  The calendar for altar flowers during 2019 is full.  

  Pulpit bouquets are always welcome and can 

be ordered through Ann Link, flower chairman 

for our Altar Guild. 

  To donate, please contact Ann at 734.243.9396 

or send an e-mail: donlink1@ att.net 



MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP POTLUCK 
Our next monthly Fellowship Potluck will be 
held on Sunday, February 3rd, at 12 NOON. 
There is a sign-up sheet posted. This month, 
please bring a dish that you love! 

 

  The Rev. Donald Kreiss, Bishop of the Southeastern 
Michigan synod, will join us for worship and preach 
at the 9:30 a.m. service on Sunday, February 10th. 

  Please also plan to stay around after the service for 
a Q&A and a chance to learn more about the common 
mission we share in the Southeastern Michigan synod 
and the ELCA. 



Family and Youth Ministries 
 

BAPTISMAL MINISTRY
 The Baptismal Ministry Team will meet on Wednesday, February 6, at 7 p.m. If you are interested in 

participating in our Baptismal Ministry, but are unable to attend the meeting, please let Kristen know. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY
 Volunteers needed! We need a couple of volunteers to collect money after worship on Sunday, 

February 3, for our annual SOUPER BOWL OF CARING fundraiser. If you are interested in helping, let 

Kristen know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMP!!!
 It is time to register for camp! We hope to attend Week #4 again this year, which is July 7-12, 2019. 

As in years past, parents are required to go on-line to register their campers; families are also respon-

sible for a $100 deposit paid directly to the camp. This year, the church’s draft budget calls for 

$1,500 to be allotted to camp, which will be evenly divided among all campers. We are also plan-

ning one fundraiser. It is our hope that this funding will cover all but the initial deposit. If there is a re-

maining balance, it will be each family’s responsibility. 

  If you do intend to send kids to camp, please let Kristen know as soon as possible. The website for 

more information and registration is www.elcalivingwater.org Registration opened on January 15 — 

you need to register ASAP to insure a spot. 

 

 There will be a CAMP Meeting on Sunday, February 17, after worship during the Faith Formation 

time for all families who have registered — or are interested in registering — their youth for camp. 

We will answer any questions, discuss travel arrangements, and make plans for fundraising. If you are 

sending your child to camp and cannot attend the meeting, please let Kristen know.  
 

 Camp Fundraiser - Due to the overwhelmingly busy weekends leading up to Lent, we will not host 

a “Mardi Gras” fundraiser. Instead, we will be throwing a “Spring Fling”! This event will be after Easter, 

with a date yet to be determined. 

 

 We have been invited to a LOCK-IN at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church! This event, which will be 

held on Friday, February 22nd, from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. (Saturday morning), is for all 6th-12th graders. 

Staff from Living Water Ministries (including our own Nadia Lake) will be there to lead the event. This 

is a great time to get to know other youth from our area, and just have a great time! The cost is $5 

per person. Kristen will have a sign-up sheet posted in the Narthex. 

EDUCATION 

 FAITH FORMATION - We are doing an Easter Pageant! If you are interested in a speaking part, or 

would like to sing a song, or help behind the scenes, please join us at Faith Formation. 

 

 CONFIRMATION: The next Confirmation Class will be Sunday, February 3rd, after worship during the 

Faith Formation time. (Note the time change due to the Super Bowl.) The monthly Fellowship Potluck 

will follow at 12 noon.  

CLC Youth will collect monetary donations, as well as non-
perishable food items, on Sunday, February 3rd. There will 
be kids holding soup pots with the names of the teams 
playing in this year’s Super Bowl. You can cast your vote 
for the winning team with your money — the team with 
the most money wins the “Christ Lutheran Church SOUPer 
Bowl”! All food and money collected will go to support the 
congregation’s food pantry. 



 

 

Prince of Peace Hosts Spiritual Retreat 

  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Ida will offer 
an inter-denominational retreat for women of 
post-high school age on Saturday, March 16, from 
8:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. This day of fellowship, prayer 
and reflection will feature Stories from a Grateful 
Heart, presented by Friends of the Groom.  

  Friends of the Groom is a professional theater 
group committed to proclaiming the Christian 
message with a unique blend of humor, story, 
challenging content, and scenes that are hard to 
forget. They make the Gospel a laughing matter 
as they perform powerful scenes combining hu-
mor and encounters with God. 

  Registration and a continental breakfast begin 
at 8:15 a.m. in the Community Center lobby of 
the church, which is located at 1920 Lewis Ave-
nue, just north of Ida. The gathering welcome be-
gins at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Later in the day a 
buffet lunch by Christian’s Catering in Milan will 
be provided. 

  There will be 6 break-out sessions offered: 

  The Miracle of Life - Tim Berta 

  Scams That Happen Every Day - Kathy Birr 

  Healthy Eating on a Budget - Vickie Pfeifer 

  Moving Forward Naturally - Dr. Christina Campbell 

  Design Your Own Inspirational Jewelry - Nanci Prezioso 

  The Power of Story - Friends of the Groom 

  Attendees will be able to choose 2 breakouts. 

  Cost for the day is $40 per person and includes 
the day’s retreat events, your choice of 2 break-
out sessions, continental breakfast, gourmet 
lunch, and spiritual enrichment.  

  You can register on-line and pay with PayPal at 
www.princeofpeaceida.org or you can complete 
the form found in the brochures that are availa-
ble on the bulletin board in our Narthex at church 
and mail your registration. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: MARCH 6, 2019 

Join Our Book Club For 
Thought-Provoking Reads 

  The activities of our Women’s Book Club are open 
to everyone who is interested. Anyone wishing to join 
the discussion — even if it is for one book only — is 
welcome. 

  Meeting times during 2019 are currently scheduled 
for 4:30 p.m. 
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BOOK LIST &  SCHEDULE FOR 2019 
 February 10 - The Wind in the Willows 

by Kenneth Grahame at Kelly Kellie’s home 

 March 10 - News of the World 

by Paulette Jiles at church 

 April 14 - The Word is Murder 

by Anthony Horowitz at Dede Ward’s home 

 May 19 - Flat Broke with Two Goats 

by Jennifer McGaha at June Coyne’s home 

 June 9 - Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore 

by Robin Sloan at Polly VanAcker’s home 

 July 14 - Books for Living 

by Will Schwalbe at Caryn Vavrick’s home 

 August 11 - The Beginner’s Goodbye 

by Anne Tyler at June Coyne’s home 

 September 8 - Find the Good: Unexpected Life 

Lessons from a Small-Town Obituary Writer 

by Heather Lende at Bonnie Finzel-Doster’s home 

 October 7 - The Rosie Project 

by Graeme Simsion at Polly VanAcker’s home 

 November 10 - The Daughter of Time 

by Josephine Tey at June Coyne’s home 

 December - We will not meet in December. 

 January 12 - Book discussion and scheduling 

at Kelly Kellie’s home 

 



Marilyn’s Nurse’s Notes for Healthy Living  

Terminology Clarification 
For Heart Failure Issues 

  Heart Failure (HF) is a condition that causes the heart to have trouble pumping blood. In this 

condition your heart does not pump efficiently for your body to work well. HF is a chronic condi-

tion, so it is important for you to take care of yourself and follow your healthcare provider’s recom-

mendations for treatment. In some cases of HF, fluid backs up into the lungs which can cause 

swelling (edema) in your lower legs. This condition is usually called congestive heart failure.   

  Health conditions causing HF include: high blood pressure (hypertension), coronary artery disease 

(CAD), heart attack (myocardial infarction), abnormal heart valves, heart muscle disease 

(cardiomyopathy or myocarditis), lung disease, diabetes which increases the risk of HF, and other 

diseases such as abnormal heart rhythms, thyroid problems and low blood counts (anemia). 

  Remember, unhealthy lifestyle habits such as obesity, smoking, eating foods high in fat and cho-

lesterol, eating or drinking beverages high in salt, drug or alcohol abuse, and lack of exercise can 

contribute to heart disease.   

  The symptoms may vary and can be hard to detect. Symptoms may include: shortness of breath 

with activity such as climbing stairs, persistent cough, swelling of the feet, ankles, legs, or abdo-

men, unexplained weight gain, difficulty breathing when lying flat, waking from sleep because of 

the need to sit up and get more air, rapid heartbeat, fatigue and loss of energy, and/or feeling 

lightheaded or close to fainting. 

  A diagnosis of HF is based on your history, symptoms, physical examination, and diagnostic 

tests. These tests may include EKG, chest X-ray, blood tests, exercise stress test, blood oxygen test 

(arterial blood gas), evaluation by a heart doctor (cardiologist), ultrasound evaluation of the heart 

(echocardiogram), heart artery test to look for blockages (angiogram), and/or radioactive imaging to 

look at the heart (radionuclide test). 

  Treatment is aimed at managing the symptoms of heart failure. Medicines, lifestyle changes, or 

surgical intervention may be necessary to treat HF. Surgical treatments may include procedures to 

open blocked arteries, repair damaged heart valves, or remove damaged heart muscle tissue. A 

pacemaker may need to be placed surgically to help the heart muscle function and to control cer-

tain abnormal heart rhythms. A defibrillator may have to be placed in order to prevent sudden car-

diac death. These treatments are dependent on the individual patient and the symptoms he/she 

exhibits.  

  Just remember, even after a diagnosis of heart failure, patients can usually continue to live life 

for some time in a fairly comfortable way as long as the treatment plan is followed and a continu-

ing relationship is maintained with their healthcare professionals.   

- Marilyn Sanderlin, BSN   



 

Altar Team 

February 3, 10, 17 & 24 

Jen Coury, Judy Kecskes, Ann Link, 

Renee Merkel, and Melissa Notario 

 

HELP!! We need volunteers to serve on Sundays as communion assistants, assisting ministers, ushers, scripture 

readers, acolytes, and greeters. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex hallway, call or e-mail. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR FEBRUARY 2019: 

Ushers 

February 3 

  9:30 a.m. Shelby Carter, Ed Oley, Geof Oetjens, Clint Nemec 

February 10 

  9:30 a.m. Bob Nemec, Ted Vavrick, Jason Vavrick, Chuck Sanscrainte 

February 17 

   9:30 a.m. Jim Jackel, William Vavrick, Patrick Lewis, Ryan Lewis 

February 24 

   9:30 a.m. Gary Huepenbecker, Doug Link, David Kreiger, Karen Russell 

Assisting Ministers 

February 3 

  9:30 a.m. Rusty Ward 

February 10 

  9:30 a.m. Renee Merkel 

February 17 

  9:30 a.m. Geof Oetjens 

February 24 

  9:30 a.m. Marilyn Sanderlin 

HAVE YOU HAD A CHANGE OF ADDRESS? Please notify the church office with the details of your new address, if 

you have moved, or have a new phone number, or are vacationing for an extended period of time. This helps 

save postage on returned mail. All church contact information is found on the front page of this newsletter. 

Volunteers 

in February 

are needed for: 

 Greeters 

 Communion Assistants 

 Acolytes 

Please sign up in the Narthex. 

Scripture Readers 

February 3 

  9:30 a.m. Ben Merkel 

February 10 

  9:30 a.m. Amber Clute 

February 17 

  9:30 a.m. Patricia Sargent 

February 24 

  9:30 a.m. Ben Garman 

Dates to Remember 
 February 3    SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

 February 3    Monthly Fellowship Potluck at 12 noon

 February 6    Baptismal Ministry Team meets at 7 p.m. 

 February 10    Women’s Book Club meets at 4:30 p.m. 

 February 17    Camp Meeting after worship 

 February 22    LOCK-IN at Prince of Peace for youth in grades 6-12 

 March 6     ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

Did you know?? 

  Christ Lutheran has a dedicated team of people who visit our 
shut-in members and take communion to them. This team helps 
to extend the hospitality and community of Christ Lutheran to 
people who are unable to join us for worship. 

  This Eucharistic Ministry team is currently comprised of Beth Ann 
Choate, Dede Ward, Marilyn Sanderlin, and June Coyne. If you 
or a family member would appreciate a home communion visit, 
please reach out to Pastor David to be paired with a member of 
the team. 


